






BULLETIN from 




























* Virginia JRirkus’ Bookshop Service ye 38 Bank Street 





Vol. XI. July 15, 1943 No. 14 


Bis tie Ge, Bucher deal 
MUST BOOKS 


Again - a shortage. Familiar situation these days. But there's one Dark Horse in the 
new Stegner (tmmediately below) ~- and there's a Vardis Fisher which has a better chance 
for success than anything since Children of God. Don't miss A Tree Grows in Brooklyn, 


by Betty Smith (Harper). 
DARK HORSE FICTION 
Septembe Lr 


Stegner, Wallace THE BIG ROCK CANDY MOUNTAIN Duell, Sloan & Pearce 





. This is the most important book Wallace Stegner has done, and he has been 
marked as “a’comer" ever since his memorable novelette, Remembering Laughter. The 
title of this novel is symbolic (the search for the promise over the mountain - frus- 
trated dreams of power and wealth and happiness); though the mountain itself - yes, 
with that incredible name + is background for one brief span of happiness. Bo Mason 
is a flesh and blood individual; you dislike him, you are disturbed by him, you dis- 
trust him ~— but you feel his magnetism, you accept the inevitability of his hold to 
De Paes the last on those nearest to him, ~ Elsa, his wife, whose every dream was dimmed; Chet, 
9 his eldest son, who inherited his father's weaknesses without his strengths; Bruce, the 
younger boy, sensitive, too easily hurt, resentful and aware of what his father was 
doing to them all - but pulled back, right to the bitter, sordid end. It is a story 
that spans frontiers of what is virtually a contemporary picture, - Minnesota, and the 
Scandinavian section of good, sober farmers; Dakota, still raw frontier at the turn of 
the century; Saskatchewan, holding out promise of futures unrealized, and Montana, over 
the border, when prohibition was a provincial condition in Canada + a temptation of 
quick money to Bo Mason; Utah, which held them longest, though not many months in any 
one house; Nevada, where gambling was virtually indigenous and Bo briefly “in the mon- 
ey". The period brings the Masons up to the depression - when Bo eventually tock the 
one way out, leaving his sole survivor, Bruce, with a legacy of bitter memorjes, and a 
: few highlights, and some roots he'd been able to put down for himself despite the ar- 
guments of fate. It is not pleasant reading, much of it; but it is real, it isi vigor- 
ous, it has moments of twisted humor, moments of tenderness, moments of beauty; and it 
has a holding quality that carries one through its more than 700 pages. It is one of 
the important novels of the Fall season. $3.00 


PROBLEMATICAL BOCKS ~ Fiction 
August 13 










Heyer, Georgette PENHALLOW Doubleday, Doran 






* Those who look to Georgette Heyer for historical romance will recognize 
that background as a reason for what is almost a Regency feel in a novel of contempor- 
ary days, which somehow never seems convincingly of these times. This is a story that, 
perhaps, might have been more powerful if set at another time. It is a tale of a fam- 
ily, the Penhallows of Trevellin, in Cornwall, ruled and bullied and outraged by old 
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Adam. Humiliations are heaped on his second wife, Faith, a week hysteric, on his sis~ 
ter Clare, on his six sons and daughter by his first wife, and his son, Clay, by Faith. 
The presence pf the bastard Jimmie adds another unwholesome note to the total discord, 
Adam disregards the security of his estate, flaunts doctor's orders and drinks unash- 
amedly, and things come to a climax on his birthday, when Faith, hoping to free her son, 
poisons him. . Police investigation fails to prove her guilt » and the suicide of one of 
the sons supplies an accepted conclusion, but violence only brings more bitter problems 
in its wake. This is a purgatory of despotism, of humans riddled by malignity, rather 
than by tensions from obscure source, whieh gave Rebecca and The Uninvited their fas- 
cination. This is primarily a novel of characters, few likable, few sympathetic, all 
brilliantly incised. The publishers are planning a big promotion campaign which may 


push it beyond its natural sales. = $2.50 
August18 ] 

Cockrell, Marian LILLIAN HARLEY Harper 

. Good light entertainment, by the author of Yesterday's Madness ~ it should 


reenforce the impression made in that field by her first book. This is the story of 
Lillian Harley, young, vulnerable, and from the wrong side of town, Lillian has fallen 
in love with Martin Payne, country club and such, but is never really happy with hin, 
playing up the slights of his family, his uncertainty about marrying her ~- and she 
leaves the small town of her girlhood in a huff and goes to New York. There she deter- 
mines to make good on her own; she becomes a model, then a designer, and eventually is 
engaged to Regan, magazine cover artist, Social Register et al. Tolerant, teasing, un- 
derstanding, Regan wisely gives her time to get over Martin. Then she goes home, meets 
Martin again, this time in uniform, and soon finds herself engaged to two men at once. 
Regan takes matters in hand ~ and Lillian finds out which one she really wants. Good 
popular touch - for rental libraries and sales as well. There's little that is sound 
in this field today; here is one well above average. $2.50 


Lloyd, As E. THIS WAS THEIR LAND ~~ - Harper 


A simple, kindly novel of France at her fall seen through the eyes of a 
group of peasants, the few to remain in their village as fear of the invading Germans 
drove most on the road. There are Amelie and Louis, farmers; Marcelle, their daughter, 
who is pregnant, her husband in the Army; there is Mme. Croissat, lame, and her simple- 
minded son, Noel; there is the shepherd Albert, whose philosophy of faith and non-resis- 
tance gives them all courage. They are joined by a family of refugees, forced to stop 
there, an old man, his daughter, his small granddaughter, Ninette. Terror grows among 
them all, which culminates in the bombardment of the villege and the destruction of their 
home and the death of the little Ninette. But the true French spirit is unbroken and 
symbolized in the birth of Marcelle's child. Adequate in its field ~ homespun, with a 
note of uplift. But limited in market. $2.50 


August 18 V 
Saxton, Alexander GRAND CROSSING Harper 


The intellectual adventuring of an adolescent, as Michael, summer jobbing 
in Portland, Oregon, bound for home and Harvard, meets Ben Baum, curious, argumenta- 
tive, alive, and joins him in bumming across the country. Ben provides a sounding board 
and @ spur to Michael's new awareness of life, his doubts about his future, he opens his 
eyes to the questions their generation will have to answer, and sends him home, enough 
dissatisfied so that his usual life seems out of focus. The girl he thought he loved 
is going to marry his roommate; he is attracted by Aileen, engaged to smart thinking 
Sherm. He leaves Harvard, goes to the University of Chicago, and there - under Ben's 
guidance + makes the grand tour of things that are definitely Not Done, experiencing 
through the lives of others, much that he has missed. Ben is killed in a tangle with 
the police and Michael's security is further shaken. His love of Aileen answers part of 
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his quest, but fear drives him into accepting his uncle's offer of a job in Washington. 
First, however, he works as switchman at the railroad, is injured, and wakes up to his 
need to stay in Chicago and take whatever may come to him and Aileen. It is a book of 
the younger generation, - adventuring with the mind, with physical crises to point up 
climaxes; it has honesty and some autobiographical feel; it is characteristic of 
youth's desire to learn the answers themselves, to determine for themselves the part 
they want to play. Overlong for its substance. $2.50 


Smith, Betty A TREE GROWS IN BROOKLYN ~~ Harper 


° : This is a repeat for a novel we reported last March (see P, 125). We liked 
it then; we like it still. Literary Guild choice for September, it should go farther 
than the usual first novel. "A first novel of unusual quality and understanding, writ- 
ten with strong realism and compassion, sometimes bald, always human, this rightfully 
ranks with the Farrell genre, though, to my thinking, there is better balance and more 
Sympathy. The slums of Brooklyn, and the Irish Catholics, form the setting for the 
story of Francie Nolan and her family-- Johnny, her father, handsome and shiftless; 
Katie, her mother, hardening under years of poverty and improvidence; Neeley, Katie's 
favorite child; Aunt Sissy, a good "bad woman", and chiefly Francie herself, gentle, 
shy, imaginative. The reader shares her humiliations at school, loss of face and pride 
her real sorrow when her father drinks himself to death; her ambition for a college 
education, thwarted when she must go to work at 14; her first love affair and disil- 
lusionment. Lusty - sometimes funny - consistently moving, this is a book for a dis- 
criminating public, not too tender skinned. But not for some Public Library open shel- 
ves (theugh some of the crudities of the original script have been ironed out). Betty 





Smith is more than a “promising young author". <A Harper "Find". $2.75 
August 19 
van Doren, Mark Ed. THE NIGHT OF THE SUMMER SOLSTICE Holt 


And Other Stories of the Russian War 


What are contemporary Russians writing today? Here is one answer ina col« 
lection of modern stories, written by some dozen authors, whose names are unfamiliar 
to American readers. Predominant through all of their writing is the sense of sacri- 
ficial patriotism which the Soviet has inspired in her people, so that men, women atid 
children are subjecting all personal needs and emotions to their love of country. Spare 
undemonstrative writing throughout; there are stories that are simply incidents or 
episodes or extracts from the diary of a guerilla fighter; there are stories of indiv- 
idual heroism in the deeds of a pilot, a tank man, 2a ward nurre, an old grandmother, 

a boy of twelve, etc. Most of them are moving, perhaps through their very objectivity. 


Of interest as close-ups of Russia at war. $2.75 , 
August 23 
Nichols, Margaret FOR LOVE'S SAKE ONLY Macrae Smith 


Petticoat palpitations as Kit, social secretary, and her boss, Tracy, tan- 
gle over the same man, their neighbor-for-the-summer, Kirk. Kit is insecure in her 


knowledge that her father was a thief, and imprisoned; Tracy is arrogently certain that 
she can get Kirk; and Kirk prefers Kit, who hides the fact, fights him off and runs 
away. Mike, a hard drinking newspaper man, comes into the picture, restores Kit‘s bal- 
ance, helps run down the facts about her father, and ultimately marries Tracy himself, 
after Tracy has been convinced that she must follow a definite pattern of life. Some- 
what above average froth, with a sediment of real problems, 


Rentals. $2.00 
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September 9 
Fisher, Vardis THE MOTHERS Vanguard 


” The Donner tragedy has intrigued a number of writers in recent years. 

There was Julia Altrocchi's epic poem, Snow Covered Wagon; there was Hoffman Birney's 
Grim Journey; there was George Stewart's Ordeal by Hunger - all exceptional, but none 
achieving any degree of success in sales. Bernard De Voto's The Year of Deciston 
brought the story into the news again, as part of a grim pattern of westward seeking. 
Vardis Fisher has made it live, given it a somewhat new slant, and roused one's inter- 
est in tracing down the details of the various families, more intimately presented than 
in any other version. His story differs in focussing the interest not on the Donners 
and the small group which wintered with them, but on the larger colony that lived at 
the lake, and on the successive ventures across the Pass. The Reeds, the Eddys, the 
Breens, the Murphys, the Graves - and the rather pitiful assortment of younger single 
men who proved such broken reeds to lean on, - these are the characters of his panoran- 
ic novel of the struggle of the mothers to save their young. It is overwritten, it is 
often repetitious, it labors the point ~ but this epic of human endurance, with all its 
horror of detail, carves itself into the imagination. It keeps one reading, even know- 
ing the end. I don't think the book has the sweep of Children of God; but it comes 
closer to that market. $2.50 


September 17 
Moon, Bucklin THE DARKER BROTHER Doubleday, Doran 


The confusion and frustration of the Negro is exemplified in this story of 

Ben, whose uncle Rafe has brought him, his mother and sister, up from Florida to Har- 
lem. Rafe is in the money, as prime - if unsuspected - mover in the policy racket, and 
he wants the best for his relatives. Ben learns the hard way that racial prejudice ex- 
ists with violence and hatred. A white gang kills his uncle, moves in and takes over 
his racket - and Ben must leave school, and search, vainly, for a job. Then his pother 
and sister die, Birdie, who loves him and whom he loves, cannot hold him. He enlists, 
goes to camp in the South and meets an even more bitter taste of racial hatred, Birdie, 
meantime, is also jobless and goes on the streets, but when Ben returns on furlough, she 
confesses and they decide to marry. With the news of December 7th, Ben get a clearer 
vision of the job there is for his people, and goes back to camp. The story, sympa- 
thetically, realistically portrayed, of Negroes seeking readjustment. This lacks the 
power and the sensationalism of Native Son - but it does a job. $2.50 


Willis, George TANGLEWEED Doubleday, Doran 


Swing music yarn of 12th Street, Kansas City, low dives and hot music, 
whores and cheats and hopheads and bartenders - and out of it emerging Rusty Warren, 
young man with a drum. Volatile, erratic, temperamental, Rusty had always moved around 
in the circuit of swing joints until he meets Ann, and falling in love for the first 
time, lives with her for a year. But Ann, with her small town standards of respectab~ 
ility and security, eventually leaves him and goes back heme. She returns, under pres- 
sure, for one week-end, and Rusty realizes that it is all over, but he goes on, burning 
himself out over Ann on his drums. There's not quite the pull of Young Man with a 
Horn, but it is for that market and has much of the fascination, the degradation, the 
intensity of that sort of life as felt by a young writer who was part of it. $2.00 
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September 22 16) 
Seifert, Shirley THOSE WHO GO AGAINST THE CURRENT Lippincott 


The author of Waters of the Wilderness and Wayfarer turns again to the 
American historical background in a story set in St. Louis and along the Missouri Riv- 
er in the late 1700's and early 1800's, compassing the acquisition of the Louisiana 
Territory by the United States. It is really a saga of the river, of the early explor- 
ations, of the formation of trading companies to control it. The central character, a 
Spanish trader, achieves his lifelong dream of establishing trading forts; he marries 
an American girl, an Indian captive; later marries an Indian girl, to gaim the support 
of the Omahas in the War of 1812; and finally, when his American wife dies, finds the 
girl he really loves. But the romance is secondary in interest to the historical and 
regional material, the Burr conspiracy, the Lewis and Clark expedition, the explora- 
tions of Zebulon Pike. Not an important book - and overlong - but a meaty novel of 
historical interest. $2.75 


Hughes, Paul RETREAT FROM ROSTOV Random House 


A fictionalization of the Rostov campaign on an extensive scale, one of 
those panoramic, populated novels with everything in quantity, and not much in qual- 
ity. The siege, taking of the city and retreat as lived through by a cast of some twen- 
ty five characters:-— Kaaron Terenski and Peter, her jealous husband, Josef, the young 
music student who is in love with her; Colonel Pfeiffer, typical Prussian, and the Pol- 
ish woman, Gruska, whom he bargains for in exchange for information on her fiance, 4a 
prisoner, whom he disposes of; two whores of the woman's corps; Boris, a guerilla fight- 
er; two German officers; and Roger and Bess, American correspondents in love with each 
other, but putting a good story first. The action involves them all, with plenty of 
incident - handled in, let us say, much the way Stephen Longstreet might handle such 
material. $2.75 


DICKS AND DOGIES 


July ?? 
Bonnamy, Francis DEAD RECKONING Duell, Sloan & Pearce 


Shane, crime specialist, cooperates with - and restrains - Washington, D.C.’ 
head of Homicide in three murders to which the Library of Congress provide the clues. 
There's pirate treasure, and pirates, plenty of suspects with individual reasons for 
killing, and there is Shane's sure knowledge of the killer which is forced to wait on 


evidence. An outsmarting job. $2.00 
August 30 

Millar, Margaret THE WALL OF EYES Random House 

? Neurotic, nasty and neat case presented to San Francisco's Insp. Sands by 


the Heath family when Kelsey, blind and vindictive, is murdered. From the inbred milie 
of the Heaths, decadent and parasitic, to the underworld via young Johnny Heath who 
runs to cheap girls and cheap joints - back to the accident in which Kelsey lost her 
sight - and a solution which provides psychopathic provocation. With niceties of char- 
acterization and finish, this is a super duper. $2 .0C 
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September 14" 
aan : a or 
Short, Luke RAMROD LS. Macmillan 
° Good quality to a Western of human weakness and hard kept integrity. Drift~ 


ing, drunken, Dave is badgered into becoming foreman for Connie, out to revenge herself 
on her father and the man who wants te marry her. Dave collects a hardcase crew, all —. 
on Connie's side, tries to keep them within the law, but when Connie's ranch and men 

are attacked and Connie succumbs to fighting unfairly, Dave realizes her duplicity and 


cleans the slate. Topnotch. $2.00 
September 15 


Rohmer, Sax SEVEN SINS McBride 


Incense, leopard skins, roulette, London's demiemonde as decor for the mure 
der of a B.B.C. broadcaster found in the home of an occultist extraordinary. Gaston 
Max, now of the Yard, and a Frenchman of many aliases and accents, conducts an investi- 
gation which leads through the dead man's many women to a Nazi clique, Bejeweled. $2.00 


September 17 
MacDonald, William Colt THE VANISHING GUN-SLINGER Doubleday, Doran 


High entertainment value in the exploits of Sundown Peters, an operative 
of the Cattle Association, who runs afoul of Faust and his gang, rulers of Necropolis, 
Snarling lead from hawglaigs shortens the time of yellowbellies, and Sundown, a private 
detective and a J.S. Marshal straighten things cut. Action plus. $2.00 


Olsen, D,B, CAT'S CLAW Doubleday, Doran 


Miss Rachel Murdock trailing death as the killing of an unknown man sends 
her snooping into the affairs of a wealthy California family. Lt. Mayhew once again 
determines she shall not dabble, but her rebellion against his wishes leads her into 
another killing and the apprehension of the killer. Adequate spinster-outwitter, $2.00 


Rea, M.P. BLACKOUT AT REHEARSAL Doubleday, Doran 


Florida, and a Navy-wife, alone, in the thick of two killings that involve 
her relatives and friends. Solitary snooping brings to light past history of all that 
doesn't bear exposure, and does reveal the who, how and why of the murders. Tangled, 
feminine, and not always fair to the reader. — $2.00 


Announcing for September ?? 


Mason, Van Wyck THE MAN FROM G-2 Reynal & Hitchcock 


Companion-omnibus to Oriental Diyzsion G-2, the new three-in-one will con- 
tain The Yellow Arrow Murders (Cuba), The Cairo Carter Murders (Near East), and The 
Rio Casino Intrigue (Brazil), $2.50 


September??? |< 
Odlum, Jerome THE MORGUE IS ALWAYS OPEN Scribner 


Tough to coarse, that, for them as can take it, is a good yarn in the criss- 
cross manner with two private detectives chasing Muriel, beautiful husband collector, 
landing in boiling water with the N.Y. police with murders and evidence withholding 
against them. Muriel, her past and present and husbands, lead them a pretty chase which 
ends up in Minneapolis as a tricky itching plan plot is unravelled. $2.00 
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MUST BOOKS 
“a 


Augyet“26 


Ingersoll, Capt. Ralph THE BATTLE IS THE PAY-OFF Harcourt, Brace 


** This is my idea of an Imperative ~- no matter what the decision of the 
Council jury. For here is the code book, the dictionary, the glossary, the pathfinder 
for everyone who reads anything about ground warfare in today's war, whether in Africa, 
in Europe, or wherever next it strikes. (In addition, it is superb reporting of the 
battle of El Guettar.) Ingersoll gives us the answers to the questions that come to 
us as we read the dispatches, questions which have hitherto gone by the board for lack 
of sources of reference. (Let's hope this will have an index or a glossary with page 
references!) Ingersoll gives us, tao. the answers as to how men think and feel and re- 
act as they go into battle, in far more succinct and just as compelling terms as Hen- 
riques in his beautiful but obscure The Voice of the Trumpet. This is the story of 

one day battle, from the waiting for orders at Gafsa, totthe return behind the lines. 
In this record is implicit months of training; years of learning how and for what to 
train; the “emotional highlights in the metamorphosis of civilian into soldier"; “the 
connection between the creating and training of an army - an experience in which the 
whole of the American people share - and what an.army is for: battle itself". But it 
is more even than all this. It is a challenge to our thinking on the home front. "I 
do not think it is going to be a short war," says Ingersoll - and he gives his reasons. 
"It is a good army - believe in it." And he tells why - but he also tells why it needs 
to get angrier, it needs to suffer more, it needs to feel the personal necessity of 
fight to "unconditional surrender" ~ and that parallel thinking ard feeling must go on 
at home. He shows us that we still do not know the extent of the quality of will nec- 
escary to destroy the Third Reich - and this we must know, on the field and on the home 
front. This ig a war for keeps. We so far ere only physically committed. We must be 
morally and spiritually committed. There lies the exact measure of how far we have 
gone ~ how far we still have to go in the war. "The battle is the pay-off". $2.00 


hete September 20 


Adams, James Truslow THE AMERICAN: The Story of the Naking of a New Han Scribner 


Here is the man who can - for my money - write my American history. No 
matter what his approach, he throws new light, revivifies the subject. This time, he 
has written the story of the making of an American through the panorama of our history, 
the influences, the indications that went into his molding. Not a book for the reader 
with no historical background, for he writes in broad sweeps, he attempts no chronolog- 
ical record of events. But it is all there, implicit in his characterizations of the 
earliest settlers, the dominant English influence and background, the infiltrationsof 
other nationalities as the westward eweep began; it is there in his searching into prir 
ary causes that led to the American Revolution, the struggle for unity, the writing of 
the Constitution, the contribution in the Bill of Rights of the common man; it is there 
in our wars, our annexations ~- different from those of imperialistic nations; it is 
there in the character of the new west, of the sections sharply differentiated; it is t 
there in the breaks that led to the fight for the Union; it is there in the industrial 
revolution, the outreaching af communication and transportation. And what does he see 
emerging as “the American"? Dominant, perhaps, the demand for freedom, the American 
dream, the earnestness of our games and play, the hospitality, the generousness, the 
versatility, the peculiar humor of exaggeration, the urge to gamble, the reluctance to 
fight but the ability given the necessity, the gregariousness and the aloneness, the 
democracy on a social plane, the individualism on the economic plane, the preference 
for the biggest and newest, the tendency to put woman on a pedestal but to refuse her 
companionship, the cockiness often covering insecurity, the innate isolationism ~ de~ 
pendence on two ocean barriers....Not a book for wide popular consumption, but a book 
for thoughtful readers. A book that will live. $3.00 
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3 These Should Be Easy Selling 


The most comprehensive reporting on the Mediterranean scene, MEDITERRANEAN ASSIGNMENT 
by Richard MacMillan (Doubleday); a challenging book on the Italian problem, WHAT TO 
DO WITH ITALY by Salvemini and La Piana (Duell, Sloan & Pearce); good nature material 
in the autobiography of Roy Chapman Andrews, UNDER A LUCRY STAR (Viking) and a dis- 
tinguished biography of Wellington in THE DUKE by Richard Aldington (Viking). . 


PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS - Non-fiction 
August 13 
Mackenzie, De Witt INDIA'S PROBLEM CAN BE SOLVED Doubleday, Doran 


Against a thoughtful and interesting appraisal of the conflicting and di- 
verse forces and personalities which make up India today (Hindu, Moslem, principali- 
ties, Sikh, untouchables - and their leaders} Mackenzie brings together the opinions 
culled from talking to key people in each group. He reaches the conclusion first, that 
compromise is in the air, contingent on releasing Gandhi and Nehru and other leaders, 
and on @ first step being taken by the British. Second, that it would be possible to 
set up a provisional war government, in which all factors are represented. Third, cer- 
tain basic assumptions, satisfying the conflicting claims of Jinnah and Gandhi, must 
be made, with the goal of ultimate federation on some basis in mind. The distinguish- 
ing point of this book is that it deals with India today, from an objective, critical 
viewpoint. Worthy contribution. $3.00 





August 18 
Klineberg, Otto-fd. CHARACTERISTICS OF THE AMERICAN NEGRO Harper 


This is definitely addressed to social scientists, rather than to the gen- 
eral public. The Carnegie Corporation has sponsored a set of monographs on the Negro 
and this is a compilation of the material. First the popular views toward the Negro 
are presented; then the results of scientific investigation based on statistical sur- 
veys. There are excerpts from literature, there are studies of Negro intelligence, 
with the influences of regional and cultural background; there is discussien of per- 
sonality, showing no marked differences from the white; race attitudes; questions of 
miscegenation and hybride; and finally a report on mental disease among the race. For 
anthropologists, students, etc. $4.00 


Morris, Lloyd A THRESHOLD IN THE sUN Harper 


This is a difficult book to define, either as to its very special quality 
or its market, As I read the text, the closest analogy seemed to be The Education of 
Henry Adams, Just as Adams used himself as a "sounding board" for the theory of ed- 
ucation in his time, so Morris uses himself (irritatingly in the third person as “the 
boy" or “Morris”) as a proving ground for the late ‘90's and early 1900's, in Columbia 
and in the world of letters. Just as Adams‘ autobiography is fragmentary biography - 
so Lloyd Morris thinly etches those other factors in his life outside the forces that 
he considered instrumental in molding a personality and a character. The audience fr 
the book is very specifically a literary one; the interest lies very largely in inti- 
mate pictures of educators, literary figures, musical and theatrical figures, who 
played a vital part in his "education": - John Erskine, Carl Van Doren, Charles Beard, 
James Robinson, "A E", Edwin Arlington Robinson, Sarah Bernhardt, Isadora Duncan, 
Yvette Guilbert, Mrs. Edward MacDowell, the Colums,, Gertrude Stein, James Joyce, Re- 
becca West, and many others, in varying degrees. His is an objectively critical mind; 
he has - at no time - accepted opinions ready made, and his book provides a running 
commentary on many of the changing modes in educational and literary and artistic 
thought. A very definite contribution to literary criticism, to delineation of the 
passing scene, to appraisal of a social class that belongs to history now. But not a 








routine autobiography. . $2.75 |~ 











word was not included in the galley proof. It will, doubtless, point up the signific- 
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August i8 
O'Shaughnessy, Michael PEACE AND RECONSTRUCTION Harper 


Designed primarily for a Catholic market, this is a Catholic layman's dis~ 
cussion of post-war problems, when the “hope of mankind rests on liberty, justice and 
charity". In pretty vague terms, this - proposals of what needs to be done, but never 
the means to the end, with illustrations from the Pope's recommendations to the Ameri- 
can Bishops’ Program. A reconstruction of capitalism - full employment - the evils 
of corporations, the N.A.M, and labor unions; social security; cooperation between na- 
tions; equitable tariffs; greater civic responsibility on the part of government offi- 
efals; and the profound importance of religion. Perfect valid = but not adequately 
sustained. $2.25 


Starch, Daniel HOW TO DEVELOP YOUR EXECUTIVE ABILITY Harper 


A prospectus designed to better executive leadership, based on an analysis 
of the careers of 50 top executives, 50 mid-level, 50 managers of small businesses and 
indicating aids for self-advancement. The questions of organising your thinking, fur- 
thering your schooling, methods of tackling your work, fitting yourself for responsi- 
bility and handiing people are expended with advice and illustrations from the 150 men 
interviewed. Basic techniques are indicated; tools for doing the job better are des- 
cribed; many contrasts to underline the points brought up. He emphasizes the impera» 
tive need, now and in the future , for competent leaders and better management. The 
author, a consultant in business research (with a background of the Harvard School of 
Business Administration and the University of Wisconsin) .presents his counsel in topic 
form, with summaries at the end of each section. A business school book, primarily, 
and a brush-up for the active business man, if he can be steered in its direction. 

$3.00 


Carmer, Carl- Ed. THE WAR AGAINST GOD «Belt 


A book was published by the author of Address Unknown (Taylor Kressmann), 
entitled Until That Day (See P. 368-1942) which brought home to its readers the in- 
famy of “the war against God” as waged in Nazi Germany. Now oomes this factual re- 
cord, a symposium which presents, not only the evidence from Germany itself, but from 
the occupied territories, from the Far East, from spiritual and educational leaders 
here and in England. I found the first third of the book the most interesting, for 
here, in the words of Hitler and Rosenberg and a nameless Nazi soldier, and Niemoel- 
ler, and the pastoral letters of the German bishops, and the expenders and interpret~ 
ers and recorders comes the massed data proving that this is indeed a “war against 
God". Missionaries and politicians and reporters speak, as well as key people in the 
know. I confess to having felt that "democracy's answers” and the answers from the 
spiritual leaders were idealistically and morally inspiring, but that they lacked the 
"how to do it" that would make one feel that the Christian Church was finding its place 
in the aggressive forces. The book, however, should prove a challenge to that very 
thing - the need for the Church to do more than state its case. The Carl Carmer fore- 











ance of the excellent selection he has made for inclusion in this book. $2.75 





August 20 






MacMillan, Richard MEDITERRANEAN ASSIGNMENT Doubleday, Doran 





* Wide coverage, well informed, personalized and factual reporting on the 
Mediterranean theatre. A two-day assignment turns into a two and a half year period 

of front line intimacy, as the U.P. reporter sees the Italian invasion of Greece, the ) 
Western Desert, the British evacuation, Rommel’s advances and retreats, the final sur- ) 
render of the Axis forces and the triumphal march into Tunis...A picture of the length- 
ening lines of communication in danger, of large scale infantry movements, of talks 
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with prisoners, of Bardia, Berna, Benghazi, the tragedy of lagging production, of doom- 
ed cities, full retreat, efficient evacuation, of the Afrika Corps, Wavell'’s woes, of 
the Desert Rats and their indomitable perseverance, of armies and divisions, of Gazala, 
El Alamein, American equipment, and the transformation and rebuilding under Montgomery 
from muvidle to method, to perfection of organization. He writes of tanks, of the RAJ., 
of the Navy, of the highly individual Long Range Desert Group, of Malta,..This adds 
more pieces to the Mediterranean mosaic, in highly readable fashion. $3.00 


August-25 |/ 
Smith, Winston 0. THE SHARP RIFLE: Its History, Development and Operation Morrow 


A history of the rise and decline of the popular rifle of the 1860's~-70's, 
“'that gives the origin of this breech-loader, which probably found its inspiration in 
Hall's rifle. Sharps worked for Hall, improved and developed his invention with the 
help of interchangeable manufacturing which had just made its appearance as a perman- 
ent factor in industry. He patented his carbine in 1848. John Brown in the winning 
of Kansas proved the efficacy of the rifle against the old muzzle loaders, and they 
were known as “Beecher's Bibles". With the Civil War, breechloaders came into general 
use. With the invention of the modern repeating rifle, the Sharps became a curiosity 
and collector's item. This is a book for fanciers and collectors,. and provides neces- 
sary details. Illustrated. $3.00 
August 31 


MeMurtrie, Francis E. Ed. JANE'S FIGHTING SHIPS: 1942 Macmillan 


Announcing the new edition of this standard authority on the navies of the 
world, which will contain all available (and publishable) information through May, 
1943. This is one of those special items which are a necessity in all official agen- 
cies, and which are collectors' items - year by year - for all specialists in the field 
Every bookshop has a predictable, advance of publication, audience waiting for each ed- 


ition. This is promised for the above date. , $19.00 
auguesiet” 22 
Robbins, Anne Roe 100 SUMMER AND WINTER SOUPS Crowell 


This is a cookbook which should be tried out before being reported. I 
found - on going through the galley proofs - reéipes for soups I've tasted and liked, 
and not found in other recipe books. I found others that were totally unfamiliar, some 
sounded appetising, some I'd ba incline: to pass up, But on the whole this collection 
has one great advantage over the other soup cookbooks I know, that it is planned with 
rationing in mind, that short cuts to less extravagant methods are taken into consider- 
ation, and that variants on a number of basic soups are included. The arrangement 


seems unorthodox, but perhaps in final form, it will prove practical. $1.00 
ie 

Salvemini, Gaetano & La Piana, George WHAT TO DO WITH ITALY #/Duell, Sloan & Pearce 

. This is a challenging anc a disturbing book. Disturbing because a careful 


analysis of "straws in the wind" as to what is proposed for Italy after the foreordain 
ed defeat suggests a policy of expediency, of "fascism without Mussolini", of playing 
ball with those elements that are already tempering the wind to the shorn lamb. Chal- 
lenging because they say "it will be impossible to make a democratic omelette without 
breaking Fascist eggs", and that the Italian people, those underground forces ripe for 
revolution, should now be psychologically prepared for the opportunity to establish a 
republican form of government. They discuss the relation of the Fascists, the Crown, 
the Vatican to the present regime, and to any possible future regime. This is a fear- 
less book, @ controversial book, some will feel it an extreme book in its pattern of 
change. I found it exciting reading, particularly as theinvasion of Sicily was under 
way while I read, and the problems presented seemed imminent - dangerously so, if the 
indications of our State Department plans are as he sees them, The final section 


charts a blueprint for reconstruction. $2.75 
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August /?? 
Van Dersal, William R. THE AMERICAN LAND: Its History and Its Uses Oxford 


This purports to be a new sort of presentation, but, quite frankly, it 
seemed to me pretty much routine and familiar stuff. First, opening chapters summar- 
izing the land before the white men came, the records left by the trees, the great 
plains, the widely scattered, thinly populated Indian tribes, the wild game. Then the 
coming of settlers, the waste, the changing face of the land, until now America has 
moved away from the influence of Europe to its own environment, with most of the land 
privately or publicly owned. 85% is agricultural land, of which 55% is farm land. 
The balance of the text deals with the things grown on these lands: - grain, cereals, 
corn, cotton, flax, sources of sugar, fruits and nuts, berries and vineyards, vege- 
tables, tobacco, livestock, forest and woodlands, national parks and preserves. The 
last section ~ and the most interesting ~ deals with erosion and the new land pattern 
by which erosion is being checked: - contour cultivation, strip cropping, terracing, 
crop rotation, etc. A final chapter summarizes the results of the new agriculture in 
increased harvests. Illustrated by photographs. This is an historical background - 


not a how-to-do-it book. 20 $3.75 
September 7 


Nathan, George Jean THE THEATRE BOOK OF THE YEAR 1942-1943 Knopf 


A chronological record of the season's plays, with program information 
and notes by Nathan. This is to be the first of an annual series and should mark an 
interesting departure from previous headliner listings, for the critical annotations 
give full scope for Nathan's vast knowledge of all things theatrical. For in the mu- 
sical, vaudeville, dramatic and specialty shows there is scope for a display of his 
encyclopedic information on similar offerings of the past, on techniques, actors, sit- 
uations, etc. All critical comment on the current exhibits include, of course, Na- 
than's well known skepticism, quixotic attack on everything phony, and highly individ- 
ual brand of counter irritant. An unusual sort of reference volume, stimulating and 
useful. a $3.00 

September ]4 


Kahn, E.J. Jr. G.I. JUNGLE Simon & Schuster 


Reprints from The New Yorker, this makes a good series of selectee's ex- 
periences in active service. Here is the troopship, Australia, the manotony and lack 
of privacy, the novelty of the first American task force for the Australians, the dif- 
ferences in money, movies, people, hospitality, the difficulties of spending their 
money, the importance of mail from home; then their first forest camp and adjustment 
to flora and fauna; New Guinea and the aborigines, the transportation of supplies, 
Port Moresby, Southern Papua, the strange contrasts of life, establishing bases, the 
hitherto unrecognizable durability of the men and their abilityto make do and get 
along without; jungle housekeeping and the natural antagonism of the jungle; Buna and 
what it meant to the men in the field - and return to the U.S.A. “The jungle was 
tough, and the Japs were tougher, but the Yanks were toughest of all". No coyness, 
broad humor, but quiet, intelligent, aware covering of individual as well as group 
experiences. Excellent reading. $2.00 


VU 
September 38 
Kay-Scott, C. LIFE IS TOO SHORT Lippincott 


Abundant autobiography of a life lived on four continents, of some 15 to 
20 careers and vocations, of four marriages and many more interludes, and of a man of 
an amazing vitality, variety, and virility. Nd Prederick Creighton Wellman, he used 
this name for his medical and scientific career, as a doctor in Central Africa where 
he practised and researched and discovered a new culture medium, as an entomologist, 
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as a professor of tropical medicine. As Kay~Scott he wrote and published novels and 
verse, painted and exhibited. His first wife, whose missionary mentality led to their 
divorce, presented him with four children. He had a fifth in an extra-marital elope- 
ment to Brazil with a Miss Dunn (Evelyn Scott). His greatest love was for a French 
woman, “Elsa", who died. He returned after this to America, taught art in Santa Fe, 
married (and divorced) Phyllis Crawford, and was reunited with his children. Obvious- 
ly, full of activity - and many opinions too, and very frank about it all. Illus. 


with maps. | $3.50 
MA ‘September /0 

Andrews, Roy Chapman UNDER A LUCKY STAR Viking 

s The former Director of the Museum of Natural History in New York has long 


proved his genius for sharing his experiences with his audience, whether pletform or 
reading public. To this audience, his autobiography will be welcome news; it is good 
enough entertaiument to widen that market. He tells of his start in the Museum, where 
scrubbing floors proved the opening wedge and enthusiasm and determination landed him 
on the road he had chosen to travel. His first claim to fame came with field research 
on whales and the "blubber and brine" results brought him to the lecture platform and 
gave him more chances of marine research. Intelligence work in the last war in China 
stimulated his curiosity about Central Asia, and he adventured in Wall Street for funds. 
Subsequent explorations brought realization of the growth of anti-foreignism, of Japan's 
expanding aims, of extensive publicity for his findings. Eventually, a stay-at-home 
job as Director ended in his becoming primarily a promoter, until his resignation. Fun 
and adventure-in-living, narrow squeaks, international social life, tremendous finds 

in his chosen field, all make good reading in popular science. $3.00 


September 17 
Brush, Katharine OUT OF MY MIND Doubleday, Doran 


The title comes from the name of Katharine Brush's syndicated column. 

Quite frankly, it reads as if designed only for that degree of ephemeral entertainment, 
not substantial enough for a book. Jottings - notes on the cuff so to speak - bits of 
humor and lightly cynical comments on the passing scene - surface reflections on mood 
and tempo of the time - likes and dislikes ~ birdseye view of the world she lives in 
but of more than momentary value - none-too-complimentary picture of herself - and a 
thousand and one recognition bits in which the reader concurs, ~ notes scarcely just-— 
ifying the publisher's definition as essays. $1.50 


September 20 
Binkley, W.E. AMERICAN POLITICAL PARTIES Knopf 


A professor's “natural history” of American political parties which is 
concerned not only with the social or group composition thereof, but also with the 
part played by national political leaders in their formation and maintanance. The 
concentration is on the platforms, the points of view, the sectional representation, 
and the economic interests which motivated the voting groups as each party developed, 
came into power, and subsided, with opposition elements as the basis for each new ma- 
jor party. He traces the historical pattern from the Federalists and the formulating 
of the Constitution down to the Roosevelt development of present day democracy, and 
the conservative Republicans grown "flabby" from years without opposition. He proph- 
esies a possible Republican cashing in on postwar reaction, a temporary rally unless 
the party can win the middle and lower income brackets. Thorough research and brisk 
presentation, rather than critical approach. A good piece of work - and a useful one. 
$3.50 
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Graham, Elinor OUR WAY DOWN EAST Macmillan 


Eight years of life at Flying Point, Maine, told by the distaff side of a 
young couple. She was a one-time actress, an agitator for all causes. These are tales 
of excursions into neighborliness, mimunderstandings of Maine speech, button collecting 
and where it led her, the acquisition of antiques, dreams of remodelling their house, 
their dog, their cars, the Maine mud and Maine winter, flower decoration, what happen- 
ed when she helped at funerals and weddings, her husband's remonstrances and mad hu- 
mors, his running for office and being defeated, the excitements of the woods and the 
weather, gardening, the coming of her baby and how it changed things. Then the war - 
her husband joins the Navy - and life is different. Though not without some fun and 
humor for the reader, this is somewhat too artlessly, toospryly told, for my taste. 
There's a good sense of the people and the country, and a wry awareness of how foolish 
the Grahams must have appeared to the "Maniacs". $2.50 


Pray, Leon L. TAXIDERMY i /'° Macmillan 


This has been redone and brought up to date - and is here presented as a 
new book, though actually it has been a standard for some 25 years. Taxidermy can be 
considered a hobby; today with professionals often unobtainable, it will often be a 
necessity for people who want to preserve their take, to know how to do it themselves. 
Tools and materials, substitutes now that some materials are not availabie, mothproof- 
ing solution, papier machds, pastes, etc. Procedure for deer, fish, wildcat, small 
mammals. A ee book, which, apparently, has no competitor in the field. $1.49 


September 22 J 


Grant, Kay IT’S "ARD TO STAY CLEAN IN THE COUNTRY Morrow 


The author of It's ‘Ard To Go Wrong In The Cactus (see P. 162 - bulletin of 
4/1/43) continues her buxom way in rhyme, with love, foibles, the military, the male 
and female of the species. These are frisky - could be risky (if you chose to take 
them that way), and not without a certain hearty humor. Sometimes dialect, sometimes 
orthodox light verse genre. Pleasant but not plus. I11l'd by Jean Cullen & Anne re, 
$1.00 


September 23 
Barbour, Thomas NATURALIST AT LARGE Little, Brown 


A well-known New England museum director (Agassiz, Peabody, Harvard Univ- 
ersity, etc.) writes the story of his scientific career. One might characterize him 
as a milder Sanderson, whose career contains no vigorous adventure, rough excitements, 
or such, but has a special quality of mellowness, a dry and sometimes witty appraisal 
which readers who like this sort of thing will relish. His work has taken him to the 
West Indies, Canal Zone, South and Central America, where his achievements and friend- 
ships make pleasing reading. There are enough personal glimpses of the man "shrinking, 
cowardly...penitent, unpopular" and of his "strong-minded, masterful...wife and child- 
ren" and his circle of friends, which included David Fairchild, Justice Holmes, etc. 
These personal bits highlight and set off his scientific experience in classifying, 
collecting, discovering plant and zoological specimens ~- CREE SeaNeF pursued with a 
delight which is infectious. a $3.50 
Longstreth, T. Morris KNOWING THEY WEATHER | Pa Macmillan 

A persuasive volume that should recruit new “weather lovers" from the ama— 
teur ranks - which explains and interprets the fundamentals of air wisdom, Stressing 
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observation and remembrance as necessities for personal forecasting, describing the 
tools to be used, the author describes the villains and heroes of the air, clouds, 
wind, temperatures, rain, thunderstorms, snow, fog, ice, hurricanes, the use of weath- 
er maps, weather lore, climate - all presented in fresh, sometimes amusing manner. He 
stresses the need for wider weather knowledge with the coming of more general flying 
in the future. He makes his subject absorbing reading, and connoisseurs as well as 
novices will enjoy his completely unpedantic approach. Bibliography and glossary. 
Much of this material was included in his Reading the Weather, but it has been re- 
written, expanded and brought up to date. I11'd. $1.69 


September ?? 
Sprague, Marshall THE BUSINESS OF GETTING WELL Crowell 


This is a book of "chin-up" counsel for those who need to get over their 
own self pity for their mishaps, and to learn a new way of living. Bedded down over 
a period of years, the author shares his experiences in invalidism, which he feels 
need not be a bad way of life. The importance of routine, of proper accessories, of 
developing hobbies, of finding all kinds of human problems and contacts and diversions 
through other patients, through hospital personnel. There is a good deal about doc- 
tors. There is emphatic advice on what not to think about, on the behavior of rela- 
tives, on convalescence at home, on the best way to stage a quick come back. Occas- 
lonally his colloquialisms seem a little forced. A book that is doubtless needed, , 
put that requires tactful salesmanship. a 

i AN 


van der Grift, Cornelis & Lansing, E.H. ESCAPE FROM JAVA Crowell 


Personal experience, down a different alley. Small sidelights on the Ja- 
vanese debacle which is partly commentary, partly an adventurous account of escape in 
a sailboat. The helplessness of Java was obvious to him from the start, what with the 
lack of men and material, the insufficient re-enforcements of American troops, the 
subsequent results of Japanese occupation. He traces the maltreatment of natives, of 
white prisoners, the propagandist slogans in which no one believed. Young and re- 
sourceful, van der Grift determined to make a getaway; he located two youths to go 
with him, found one of the few non-scuttled boats (only to have it taken from under 
his nose by the Japanese}, and finally located a cutter, laid in supplies, navigated 
past sentries and patrol boats, and hit out to the Indian sea. His companions knew 
nothing of sailing, and they went through four days of storm, the loss of mass and 
canvas, but finally made safe harbor on the tsland of Rodriguez which was under Eng- 








lish protection. Not important-but readable. RYILA $2.00 


Hershey, Burnet THE AIR FUTURE q 24 Duell, Sloan & Pearce 


It is universally recognized that the peace treaty must include a general 
system for recognition of mutual employment of air transport. This book is a good 
general background book which summarizes the basic facts of types of planes, problems 
of weather, potentials of progress in speed, altitude, fuel, relative importance of 
cargo planes, flying boats, glider freighters, helicopters. There is an historical 
survey of the international air picture before the war, the tangle of air lines, the 
political blackmail used to extend airlines on the part of Germany, Italy, Japan, the 
frantic struggle for supremacy and the determination to keep free of foreign compe~ 
tition on the part of Britain and Russia. Then there's the adaption of civil avia- 
tion to war activity. And there's the well-founded fear of the U.S. in post-war set- 
up. Brief glimpses into the promise of what will come out of the laboratory of war, 
the development of electronics, etc. Aviation is avowedly the new way of life. Free- 
dom of the air must be aspired to, with mutually shared police aircraft, land bases, 
and seadromes for refuelling. Not least important in the book is the analysis of 
the agencies, ~ A.T.C., C.A.B., A.T.As $2.75 / 
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Fairchild, David GARDEN ISLANDS OF THE GREAT EAST Scribner 


The author of The World Was My Garden and Exploring for Plants tells of 
the 1940 expedition to the Malay Archipelago for new plants to add to the Fairchild 
Tropical Garden in Florida. A Chinese junk, equipped with a Diesel engine, was their 
home. He traces the events that led up to the departure, the trip via Japan and China 
to the Philippines, his long dreamed of explorations in the Moluccas, curtailed by 
news of the invasion of Holland. This is the history of living plants, seeds and seed- 
lings which became immigrants to the United States. Here is an enthusiastic and expert 
account of the delights and failures of the trip, of souvenirs, of horticulture, of 
interviews and encounters, of tropic juhgle, forest and highland, with many an enter- 
taining interpolation on weeds, food prejudices, people, etc. There are discussions of 
the potentialities of these new importations, the characters of the plants and the uses 
to which they may be put. There are small adventures as they cruised about the islands, 
particularly when they were trying to evade officialdom after they had been ordered to 
return home. There are records of the many laboratories and experimental stations vis- 
ited, the foreign and native settlements observed, It is specialized, yes, but the 
author's contagious concentration on his job adds enough zest to the telling to make it 
good reading. I1ll'd. $3.75 


Aldington, Richard THE DUKE Viking 


An important historical biography, and one which should take a permanent 
place in the library of the period. The Duke of Wellington has been generally consid- 
ered a rather cold and inhuman figure; Aldington, while not succeeding in creating a 
warm personality, has at least given him substance and flesh and blood humanity. He has 
expanded the background against which he lived, given a sense of period, of personali-. 
ties, historical and otherwise. He has traced Wellington through successive steps of 
education and training, - an unsympathetic home background, schooling, training for a 
military career in which he unexpectedly distinguished himself from the start, India, 
the too often misrepresented Peninsula Wars in Portugal and Spain, and Waterloo. Then 
a hero's return - and a checkered career in Parliament, in the foreign office, in dip- 
lomacy, during a period when even the most devoted public servant could have little 
but scorn for his king. Wellington's popularity ebbed and flowed - he fought certain 
reforms and backed others ~ seemed at times a reactionary, at other times liberal. His 
personal life plays a minor role in this record, and — one may assume - in his career - 
for his marriage, postponed until its spontaneity was lost, proved a disappointment, 
and his children grew up in the years of his foreign service. Sell to the same market 
that bought the Malborough; sell to collectors of Napoleona. Public libraries. While 
not written in a deliberately popularized style, this is a distinguished biography, 
and adistinguished piece of writing. Illustrated. $3.6 


Post Publication Reports From Varied Sources 


Editors of LOOK in cooperation with the AAF AIR POWER Duell, Sloan & Pearce 
The Picture Book of the U.S. Army Air Force 


This is a beautiful book - fine photographs, excellent reproduction of col- 
or work, picturing the A.A, F, in action, done by "Lt. John McCoy, Jr., a combination of 
factual information and the drama and poetry and beauty of air power. The opening sec- 
tion deals with training; one gets the feel of personnel as well as of successive 
steps. Then follow sections on different types of planes, and the man who make up 
their crews, - bomber, fighter, cargo planes, gliders, training planes, liaison, ob- 
servation. Photographs of leaders and brief biographical captions, silhouettes. for 
recognition purposes, and end papers showing insignia make this a rounded picture book 
of the Army Air Force. $2.75 
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UNDER COVER Dutton 





Carlson, John Roy 


The most comprehensive - the most conclusive survey of Nazi espionage in 
the U.S. that has reached us so far. In 1933 Carlson witnessed - and was incensed by- 
the killing of the Armenian archbishop. In 1938 he started as a freelance investigat- 
or of subversive organizations which led to his membership in over 30 of them - his 
personal acquaintance as a “patriot” of hundreds of Fascists the. country over. Under 
the alias of George Pagnanelli, he went to the, Stahrenberg school in N.Y.C., peddled 
literature, edited a poison paper. Here are the familiar names, since then revealed,- 
Coughlin and Moseley, Pelley, Joe McWilliams, Viereck, Mrs. Dilling, Mrs. Fry, Laura 
Ingalls, Lindbergh, Ford; here are Congressmen in league with them,-Nye, Wheeler, Ran- 
kin, Hamilton Fish, Thorkelson; here are their hangouts from Harlem to Park Avenue to 
Jersey's Camp Siegfried. When New York got too hot for him, he went across country 

to Detroit, where he found the National Workers' League the most vicious of them all. 
He rounds up innumerable agencies, innocent seeming organizations, Mothers’ Clubs, 
publications, participants - the most pervasive, and persuasive, evidence so far re- 
leased. Sensational ~ and may get a press. $3.50 


River, Wele MALTA STORY Dutton 
Based on the Diary and Experiences of Howard M. Coffin, R.A.F. 


And some story, this high voltage yarn based on a diary of a man now a 
Lieutenant in the U.S.A.A.F., but = at the time of writing - attached to the R.A.F. 
and stationed at Malta, where death came at the rate of one a day for fighter pilots. 
He won the Maltese Cross, one out of six selected from the 200 pilots who took part in 
some 4000 raids. The diary, however, is more romance than action, in the story of 
the three men closest to him, - Pete, tall and cynical; Eddie Street, who fell in love 
with Lina, a native girl; Tedford, quiet and scholarly; and Jimmie, the W.A.A.F. they 
meet in London, with wham both Pete and Coffin fell in love, and who comes to Malta. 
Complications when Pete dies, leaving the coast clear for Coffin, only to have Jim- 
mie's husband revealed as the older, disgraced group captain who redeems himself in 
condemning his son. Death claims Eddie and Tedford, and finally Jimmie, in an at- 
tempt to save Lina in an air raid. And Coffin comes back to America, alone. A lush- 
this-but reads well as such things go. Rentals, plus. $2.50 


National Research Council-£d. PSYCHOLOGY FOR THE FIGHTING MAN Infantry Journal 
: Wash,.DC 
A “Fighting Forces - Penguin Special" - and prepared by a group of ex- 
perts, this covers the "mental matériel" of the soldier, the sensory perceptions, mo- 
tives and emotions, aptitudes and abilities which he must use properly. Vision, by 
day and night, and including color and camouflage,-hearing, smell (gases), sense of 
direction and sense of position. On to the proper placement of the soldier - accord- 
ing to his propensities; training; then specific problems such as fatigue and bore- 
dom, stimulants, sex, fear, and the qualities which make for morale, for leadership, 
for good conduct. Lastly propaganda in warfare. An answer-all for the soldier of 
all grades. This fills a real need. $.25 


Sperling, A. & Stuart, M. MATHEMATICS MADE SIMPLE Kenmore Publ. Co. 
220 Fifth Avenue 
Some day I'm going into a hole and pull the hole over me, and take time 
out to study some such book as this. Por I need everything it has to offer, if only 
to rid myself of my inferiority complex about figures. Here are short cuts to addi- 
tion, multiplication, division; here are problems explained step by step; here are 
practical applications of algebraic methods, geometric methods; here are simple leads 
to use of slide rule, logarithms, decimals, percentage, discount problems, interest, 
etc. Tests on speed left me utterly disheartened - but intrigued. Exercises to in- 
crease speed and accuracy-and fundamental rules-a few simple ones-perhaps-someday- 
who knows! Anyhow, never before has there been so huge @ market for simplified math 
ematics. This is in pamphlet form - paper bound. $1.49 
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Freud, Anna & Burlingham, Dorothy T. WAR AND CHILDREN Medical War Books 227 W.13St.NYC 


Anna Freud is a famous daughter of a famous man. She has done a tremend- 
ous service to humanity in the three nurseries in London, run for the Poster Parents 
Plan for War Children, with the aid of an American psychologist, Dorothy Burlinghan. 
Journey for Margaret gave the public some idea of the human side of these nurseries. 
Nowcomes this serious case study, which shares the findings of the nurseries with peo- 
ple interested in the mental health of children everywhere, during war years, and for 
peace-time education. There are four main objectives:- to repair damage done by war 
conditions, including break-up of families; to forestall harm; to follow out research 
on psychological needs of children, to instruct in a sound pattern of nursery life. 
Analyses of types of reactions, case histories, diaries of the nurseries as related to 
training schemes, special emphasis on the mothers' visits - all this makes this an im- 
portant volume for social workers, libraries, educators, physicians, psychiatrists, 
etc. Too bad the price is high. $3.50 


Faulkner, Edward H. PLOWMAN'S FOLLY Univ. of Okla. Press 


In its particular field - that of agriculture - this is revolutionary. It 
has already been reviewed, so this is late. But many of you may have missed it. Here 
is the bomb - "Plowing is not correct". And he proceeds to prove his ¢ase, basing 
his findings on years of personal experience, once he had begun to suspect that deep 
plowing was responsible for the ills of the land, for erosion, for need of commercial 
fertilizer, for successive floodings, for lowered water table, for vanishing wild life, 
for bad soil surfaces. He succeeded in seven years in restoring original oonditions 
and resultant productiveness. He recommends substituting disk harrowing, surface 
firming, change in transplanting methods; he discourages the clean - swept and garn- 
ished - look of modern fields. He gives evidence to indicate that pests and weeds are 
decreased under these conditions. He warns of temporary maladjustments, but pleads 
for a trial in a world where econamy of abundance is a possible future. Kentucky and 
Ohio are his own background, but he has years of practical and theoretical experience, 
as a county agent and a practical farmer. $2.00 


Bacon, Marion-Compiler MIND YOUR OWN BUSINESS: A Book for Records Vassar Cooperative 


This is the sort of book to inspire one to keep those records one always 
meant to keep — and to have on file for quick checking. For here is an easy way to do 
it. Change “record time is any time" to "record time is here and now". There's a 
place for everything - yes, even blank pages for your own special quirks. Household 
supplies, diets, allergies, foods, services, records of where - what - and how much. 
Records of property, of mortgages, of taxes, of loans, of social security. Addresses 
for emergency use, alphabetically and geographically indexed. Gourmet's guide ~- with 
place for noting names, addresses, prices, and comments. Special occasions by month - 
gifts (what-from whom-to whom-when). Correct sizes. Magazine subscriptions. Where- 
abouts - and history - of family heirlooms. Permanent door jamb record of heights 
and weights. A medical record. Facts as to whereabouts of such illusive things as 
insurance forms, ration books, and the like. Think of something - and it's here. And 
it is the sort of book that will be fun keeping, for the pages are livened up by Ander- 
son drawings; the binding is durable; the paper erasable. (Trade discounts - 1 - 4 
copies...1/3; 5 copies and up....40%) : $1.75 


Jull, Morley A. SUCCESSFUL POULTRY MANAGEMENT Whittlesey House 


A national authority presents up-to-date information on husbandry practices 
and marketing methods of this "billion dollar industry". Definitely a book for profes— 
Sionals and not amateurs, as it covers, with full details, illustrated, every conce iv. 
able phase of poultry raising. Bibliography. Index. $3.00 


Reed, Lt. Prentiss B. Jr. PERSONAL LEADERSHIP FOR COMBAT OFFICERS Whittlesey House 


Good small handbook of factual and psychological aspects Of what the army 


expects of combat officers and what the men expect of him, -=standerda, ee 
ale. . 
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Henry Holt 


Carmer, C. =~ Ed. - THE WAR AGAINST GOD - postponed to 8/26 303 
Richmond, B. - WINTER HARBOR - from 8/4 to 8/11 281 
Smith, R.P. - THE JOURNEY ~ postponed to 8/19 272 
Van Doren, Mark - Ed. - THE NIGHT OF THE SUMMER SOLSTICE - postponed to 

8/26 294 


Houghton Mifflia 


Beals, C. - RIO GRANDE TO CAPE HORN - from 6/18 to 8/10 282 
Poley, M. - Ed. -— THE BEST AMERICAN SHORT STORIES - from 7/27 to 8/3 252 
Gibbs, A. = U-BOAT PRISONER - from 7/18 to 7/27 257 
Manheim, R. = Trans - MEIN KAMPF — from 8/17 to 8/31 259 
Mills, Me - COOKING ON A RATION ~ definite date 8/10 284 
Peattie, DeCe = JOURNEY INTO AMERICA - definite date 8/31 285 
Raine, W. MacL. = COURAGE STOUT — definite date 8/31 276 


Little Brown 


Churchill, W.S. = THE END OF THE BEGINNING —- from 8/6 to 8/19 281 

Macmillan 
& Chevalier, S. - WAR'S END ABD AFTER - from 8/17 to 9/21 259 
Paden, Irene - THE WAKE OF THE PRAIRIE SCHOONER - from 9/7 to 11/9 236 


Reynal & Hitchcock 
Marks, P. = KNAVE OF DIAMONDS - from 7/9 to 7/23 215 


Scheduled for Fall - Now Postponed to 1944 


Random House 
McFee, William - SHIP TO SHORE 
Reilly, Helen - THE OPENING DOOR ° 


Macmillan 
Brittain, Vera - DAY OF JUDGMENT 
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